The great
British
weekend

Huddersfield,
West Yorks

hereis something
incongruous about a shiny
pink Nissanwitha
personalised plate
referring to “wool”, but this
is Huddersfield and the
placeis changing. Itwas
once a mill town famous for worsted cloth,
Harold Wilson and alaconic comment
madeby John Wesley in 1757 that “a wilder
people I never saw in England”. Today,
now the mills have stopped belching
smoke, you can see why Friedrich Engels
was keen on the architecture. [t may seem
counter-intuitive, but Huddersfield has
1,660 listed buildings, the third-highest
number of any British town or city.

Arriveby trainand you can’t miss the
station’s splendid colonnaded facade —by
James Pigott Pritchett, of York—and the
handsome buildings around George
Square and along John William Street, all,
like the Italianate town hall, in creamy
stone. Theartgallery has Lowrys, as it
should have, and the Tolson Museum will
walk you through the industrial heritage
that created the wealth behind the fine
architecture. Oryou canstroll by the canal
and see how mills have become pleasing
accommodation for students. The growing
university is having animpact, shifting the
mood of the place asbars open and cafés
spread on to pavements.

There’s a contrast between the imposing
buildings and the unassuming nature of
thepeople. I caughtabrassband and a
flower and vegetable show, attended by
themayornoless, where the onions were
thesize of melons, theleeks aslongas
stockings. But then, however wealthy the
mill owners once were, they were hardly
themajority, as you arereminded every
timeyou seearow of deep windows on the
topfloorofacottage. These maximised
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It has 1,660
listed
buildings —
the third
highest in
Britain

light forhome weavers, and at Golcar, a
couple of miles outside the town, three
cottages havebeen colonised to form the
Colne Valley Museum. There you'll find
workinglooms, a spinningjenny,and
perky volunteer staff almost as ancient.
Thankfully, when they demonstrate
wuzzing — the degreasing of wool using
urine—they do it without the wee.

Butthe greatest surprise of this weekend
was the proximity of open spaces on the
steep hillsides that surround the town. On
Castle Hill, Victoria Tower was built to
commemorate Queen Victoria’s diamond
jubileebutthese daysit attracts walkers—
and drivers—who stop for the spectacular
panorama over the town and far beyond. It
wasblustery when I visited and the kite
flyers were out, liberated three years ago
when overhead electricity cables were
moved below ground.

Penny Wark

Need to

know

Chowdownat...
Discovery Bay (www.
discoverybayuk.com)isa
find because the people
whorunitunderstandthat
feelgood eating depends
onfront-of-house
knowledge and enthusiasm
aswellasits Afro-Caribbean
food. Try theescabeche
fish.Forafine curry cooked
toorder,the popular
Nawaab (www.nawaabs.
com)isfaraheadofthe
averagehighstreetcurry

house. At Thurstonland, the
Roseand Crowndoes
excellentpubfoodandis
buckingthetrendfor pub
decline, withgood reason.
www.therosethurstonland.
co.uk

Beddownat...

Ackroyd House (www.
ackroydhouse.co.uk)isa
comfortableB&Bona
hilltop with360-degree
viewsacrossthevalleys.
Therooms(£40pp per
night)are spacious,the
breakfastslocally sourced
andyoucanusethe private
areaswithinthetwo-acre
garden.ldealasawalking or
cyclingbase,anda
ten-minutedrive or £10 taxi
ridefromthe centre of

Huddersfield. Foramore
formal hoteland a spot of
golf,Bagden Hallat Scissett
(www.bagdenhall.
classiclodges.co.uk) was
built by a wealthy millowner
inthe1860s.
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