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The great
British
weekend
Huddersfield,
West Yorks

T
here is something
incongruousaboutashiny
pinkNissanwitha
personalisedplate
referring to“wool”, but this
isHuddersfieldand the
place ischanging. Itwas

onceamill townfamous forworstedcloth,
HaroldWilsonanda laconiccomment
madebyJohnWesley in 1757 that “awilder
people Inever sawinEngland”.Today,
nowthemillshavestoppedbelching
smoke,youcanseewhyFriedrichEngels
waskeenon thearchitecture. Itmayseem
counter-intuitive, butHuddersfieldhas
1,660 listedbuildings, the third-highest
numberofanyBritish townorcity.
Arriveby trainandyoucan’tmiss the

station’s splendidcolonnadedfaçade—by
JamesPigottPritchett, ofYork—andthe
handsomebuildingsaroundGeorge
SquareandalongJohnWilliamStreet, all,
like the Italianate townhall, increamy
stone.TheartgalleryhasLowrys, as it
shouldhave, and theTolsonMuseumwill
walkyouthroughthe industrialheritage
thatcreated thewealthbehindthe fine
architecture.Oryoucanstrollby thecanal
andseehowmillshavebecomepleasing
accommodation for students.Thegrowing
university ishavingan impact, shifting the
moodof theplaceasbarsopenandcafés
spreadon topavements.
There’s acontrast between the imposing

buildingsand theunassumingnatureof
thepeople. I caughtabrassbandanda
flowerandvegetable show,attendedby
themayorno less,where theonionswere
thesizeofmelons, the leeksas longas
stockings.But then,howeverwealthythe
millownersoncewere, theywerehardly
themajority, asyouare remindedevery
timeyouseea rowofdeepwindowsonthe
top floorof acottage.Thesemaximised

‘‘It has 1,660
listed
buildings —
the third
highest in
Britain
light forhomeweavers, andatGolcar, a
coupleofmilesoutside the town, three
cottageshavebeencolonised to formthe
ColneValleyMuseum.Thereyou’ll find
working looms,a spinning jenny,and
perkyvolunteer staff almost asancient.
Thankfully,whentheydemonstrate
wuzzing—thedegreasingofwoolusing
urine—theydo itwithout thewee.
But thegreatest surpriseof thisweekend

was theproximityofopenspaceson the
steephillsides that surround thetown.On
CastleHill,VictoriaTowerwasbuilt to
commemorateQueenVictoria’sdiamond
jubileebut thesedays it attractswalkers—
anddrivers—whostop for the spectacular
panoramaover thetownand farbeyond. It
wasblusterywhenIvisitedandthekite
flyerswereout, liberated threeyearsago
whenoverheadelectricity cableswere
movedbelowground.
PennyWark

Need to
know

Chowdownat . . .
DiscoveryBay (www.

discoverybayuk.com) isa

findbecause thepeople

whorun itunderstandthat

feelgoodeatingdepends

onfront-of-house

knowledgeandenthusiasm

aswell as itsAfro-Caribbean

food.Try theescabeche

fish.Fora finecurrycooked

toorder, thepopular

Nawaab(www.nawaabs.

com) is faraheadof the

averagehighstreetcurry

house.AtThurstonland, the

RoseandCrowndoes

excellentpubfoodand is

buckingthe trend forpub

decline,withgoodreason.

www.therosethurstonland.

co.uk

Beddownat . . .
AckroydHouse (www.

ackroydhouse.co.uk) isa

comfortableB&Bona

hilltopwith360-degree

viewsacross thevalleys.

Therooms(£40ppper

night)arespacious, the

breakfasts locally sourced

andyoucanusetheprivate

areaswithin the two-acre

garden. Idealasawalkingor

cyclingbase, anda

ten-minutedriveor£10 taxi

ride fromthecentreof

Huddersfield.Foramore

formalhotelandaspotof

golf,BagdenHall at Scissett

(www.bagdenhall.

classiclodges.co.uk)was

builtbyawealthymill owner

in the 1860s.
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